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              Many times I have made the following statement at the front of a room: "The only payers you can't negotiate with are Medicare and the state-run Medicaids.  Everyone else will negotiate."  Everyone, that is, except for Tricare.  Tricare, as most of you know, is the "private" insurance that covers the families of those who serve in the armed services when they are not seen on-base.  The coverage, as anyone who participates knows, is generally poor ("Well visits until age six...") and the reimbursement is even worse.  Our clients who are located near large military bases often suffer as a result and you can see a number of threads on PedTalk discussing this problem.



The other day, Dr. Barden got in touch with me to see if we could track down the pricing for some immunizations as they are paid by CMS.  I think it started with the Flu shot. This is one of those funny questions, as CMS doesn't actually have RVUs for immunizations, but they do have pricing established for a number of them (I never reference that data, as I don't always know how to make it an apple:apple thing).  Anyway, he wanted this information because he noticed that he was being paid less for some of his vaccines by Tricare than they cost him.  I am shocked, shocked I tell you!

This is what he was told by his Tricare rep:


CPT code 90669 is on the Medicare J-Code pricing file and the rate of $78.80 was established in March 2008. Per TRICARE Reimbursement Manual, Chapter 1,Section 15, if a code appears on this file the contractor is to reimbursed at this rate. Drugs that do not appear on the Medicare J-code pricing file will be priced using 95% of the AWP.
 I am not sure how often the Medicare J code pricing gets updated but it has not been updated since March of this year. This is truly a problem that has to go up the chain to get resolved. DOD will have to make this change. If the code came off the listing such as Guardisil, it is paid at 95% of AWP. This is why some vaccines get updated quarterly and others seem to stay at a certain rate even though companies are increasing the price.



I think it was Q here at PCC who tracked down the important link:

Influenza and Pneumococcal Vaccines Pricing

Dr. Barden then gathered a series of spreadsheets and created one himself that I think anyone working with Tricare ought to be familiar with.  Thanks for the effort.  His pre-amble first:


I am still concerned with the way Tricare bases it's pricing of payments on 95% of the CMS (Medicare) payment cap. I have put together a spreadsheet that lists all of the vaccines that pediatricians commonly use, their CPT codes, ICD-9 codes, descriptions, CDC Cost, and the Tricare payments and the Medicare payment limits. This data (Tricare) is accurate at least for NC. There are about 5 vaccines that Tricare does not pay more than cost. I have included some of the CMS pricing documents as well. This is an odd system of pricing. As the military is reducing pediatricians, I suspect we may be seeing more Tricare. Hopefully they will price vaccines on 128% of the CDC price - not 95% of the 106% of ASP that Medicare uses.
 Anyway, the spread sheet is pretty helpful even without the pricing data.
 -Graham Barden



Transmittal 1623 - or "SUBJECT: Influenza Vaccine and the Pneumococcal Vaccine Payment Allowances Based on 95 Percent of the Average Wholesale Price (AWP)"

CMS ASP Pricing File for Sep-Dec 2008

Dr. Barden's Magic Tricare-CDC-CMS Pricing File
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      Chip's Next Appearance

      	
            
              11/10/23

            
            Pediatric CEO Intensive

            
              Do you own your practice or does your practice own you?
You own and run a super busy pediatric practice but you know you haven’t reached your maximum potential. You know you need to invest in yourself so you can continue to grow your practice and as a professional. You own a multimillion dollar business, after all.

Enter Pediatric CEO Intensive.

We’ve done the work for you to bring all the best business minds together at this first-of-its-kind event to help you level up your frame of mind. Instead of spending tens of thousands of dollars and countless hours chasing down the solutions, we’ve assembled exactly what you need in one perfect weekend…


            
            
            
              
              
              
              
                
              
              
                Register Here
              

            
          
	
            
              05/10/23

            
            Children's Community Physicians Association Annual Meeting

            
              Off to Chicago to have a blast with Heidi from PedsOne and that goofball I used to do a podcast with, Brandon Betancourt.
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              05/23/23

            
            AL AAP 2023 Spring Meeting & Fall Pediatric Update

            
              Alabama Chapter-AAP members and other pediatric healthcare providers, join the Chapter for its signature event, the Spring Meeting & Pediatric Update!  In 2023, we are delighted to host pediatricians from throughout the state and region once again at The Lodge at Gulf State Park in Gulf Shores, AL, this time on Memorial Day weekend! 
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              04/17/23

            
            FCAAP Forum Series

            
              The 2023 series will offer four focus areas over the course of the year: Practice Culture, Immunizations, Professional Development, and Advocacy. Speakers for the series include Dr. Brandon Chatani, Dr. Sandy Chung, Dr. Nola Ernest, Dr. Shannon Fox-Levine, Mr. Chip Hart, Dr. Akshata Hopkins, Dr. Joanna Perdomo, Dr. Toni Richards-Rowley, Mr. Tim Rushford, Dr. Katie Schafer, Dr. Robin Warner, Dr. Melinda Williams-Willingham, and Dr. Mariam Zeini.


            
            
            
              
              
              
              
                
              
              
                Register Here
              

            
          
	
            
              09/01/23

            
            The Future of Pediatric Practice 2023

            
              The Future of Pediatric Practice (FPP) is the annual conference of the Florida Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics. Hosted over Labor Day weekend each year, the conference attracts pediatric health care professionals from around the state of Florida and across the country.   This will be my 10th year presenting!
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              10/20/23

            
            AAP National Conference

            
              Mark your calendars for the 2023 AAP National Conference & Exhibition, October 20-24, in Washington, DC. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to connect with colleagues, engage in thought-provoking education sessions, and visit the world’s largest pediatric exhibit hall.

I'll have 2 or 3 presentations, including what should be another fascinating Section H lineup about insurance negotiation.
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      PCC provides tools and services to help pediatricians remain independent and in control of their practices.

PCC itself is a fiercely independent business. As a Benefit Corporation, it puts the interests of its clients, community, and employees on an equal footing with those of its shareholders.
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      Sharing with you the deep dedication of pediatric care, as told by independent pediatricians living and practicing in a variety of different locations and with different perspectives.

PCC created this publication to start telling the stories of friends we’ve made in our 30 years of working with independent pediatric practices.
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