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              The AAP Makes Me Proud Today
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              You don't have to spend much time with me before you hear me mumble and grumble about certain subjects, one of my favorite being the (lack of) speed at which the AAP moves and how conservative it often is when protecting the needs of its members.  Imagine my pleasant surprise when I learned about their official position on the ICD-10 code release scheduled for 2011.  First, let's witness the latest salvo against ICD-10, this from Congress' Committee on Small Business - here's their PDF.  Doom, gloom, we need at least 5 years to do this.  *5 years?!*



Now, take in the AAP's position on the matter, issued a few weeks ago.  "We support the rapid conversion to ICD-10-CM realizing its value to physicians and their patients. The Canadian experience and the independent evaluation of the RAND Corporation has shown that the cost of implementation will not be anywhere close to the price tag being quoted by a few trying to delay the inevitable change."  I encourage you to read the piece and see their other supporting comments.

Now, I don't mean to suggest that the ICD-10 is a panacea.  Nor will it be cheap or easy to switch.  And there's no question the insurance companies will have a blast with it.  But this not only has "metric system" written all over it, I often and already feel the effects of our existing poor coding system in my work.  Because of the inconsistent and vague use of the ICD-9 and CPT, there are all kinds of things that PCC and I simply cannot do that would be - pun intended - child's play with a proper system.  I was telling Greg at OP today that I'd read once that Nursemaid's elbow is most prevalent in girls (who are often lighter, and easier to pick up) and in their left arm (most parents are right handed).  Is this true - I dunno.  But if we had ICD-10, I could tap a few buttons and tell you.  Or about 1001 other potential patterns and relationships that we don't already know.  How can we possibly do Chronic Disease Management without, to quote the, AAP, the ability to "to track a patient’s asthma severity based on the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute guidelines"?

And imagine the bonus when it comes to sharing electronic data.  For all the cost that it will take to move to ICD-10, why are folks not seeing the cost to not moving?  The ICD-9 (and, frankly, CPT) system is a perfect example of the inefficiency which drives our healthcare system to be, what, 10%-15% of or GDP already?

When I wrote about this subject a few weeks ago, I was aware that I was taking an unpopular stance.  I have no grand illusions that my position will have any affect on anything or that I'll be able to point to my blog two years hence and say, "See!  I told you!"  But, for once, I am delighted and even proud of the position of the AAP on this matter.

The bottom line: ICD-10 is a big improvement over ICD-9 and is simply the right thing to do.  Why not embrace it, get the pain over with sooner?  Like piano or swimming lessons, your parents were right when they said, "You'll thank me later."
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                  The Pediatric Lounge

                  Available on iTunes
	
                  Ep #88: Strategies Needed to Thrive in Private Practice with Chip Hart
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      Chip's Next Appearance

      	
            
              11/10/23

            
            Pediatric CEO Intensive

            
              Do you own your practice or does your practice own you?
You own and run a super busy pediatric practice but you know you haven’t reached your maximum potential. You know you need to invest in yourself so you can continue to grow your practice and as a professional. You own a multimillion dollar business, after all.

Enter Pediatric CEO Intensive.

We’ve done the work for you to bring all the best business minds together at this first-of-its-kind event to help you level up your frame of mind. Instead of spending tens of thousands of dollars and countless hours chasing down the solutions, we’ve assembled exactly what you need in one perfect weekend…
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              05/10/23

            
            Children's Community Physicians Association Annual Meeting

            
              Off to Chicago to have a blast with Heidi from PedsOne and that goofball I used to do a podcast with, Brandon Betancourt.
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              05/23/23

            
            AL AAP 2023 Spring Meeting & Fall Pediatric Update

            
              Alabama Chapter-AAP members and other pediatric healthcare providers, join the Chapter for its signature event, the Spring Meeting & Pediatric Update!  In 2023, we are delighted to host pediatricians from throughout the state and region once again at The Lodge at Gulf State Park in Gulf Shores, AL, this time on Memorial Day weekend! 
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              04/17/23

            
            FCAAP Forum Series

            
              The 2023 series will offer four focus areas over the course of the year: Practice Culture, Immunizations, Professional Development, and Advocacy. Speakers for the series include Dr. Brandon Chatani, Dr. Sandy Chung, Dr. Nola Ernest, Dr. Shannon Fox-Levine, Mr. Chip Hart, Dr. Akshata Hopkins, Dr. Joanna Perdomo, Dr. Toni Richards-Rowley, Mr. Tim Rushford, Dr. Katie Schafer, Dr. Robin Warner, Dr. Melinda Williams-Willingham, and Dr. Mariam Zeini.
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              09/01/23

            
            The Future of Pediatric Practice 2023

            
              The Future of Pediatric Practice (FPP) is the annual conference of the Florida Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics. Hosted over Labor Day weekend each year, the conference attracts pediatric health care professionals from around the state of Florida and across the country.   This will be my 10th year presenting!
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              10/20/23

            
            AAP National Conference

            
              Mark your calendars for the 2023 AAP National Conference & Exhibition, October 20-24, in Washington, DC. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to connect with colleagues, engage in thought-provoking education sessions, and visit the world’s largest pediatric exhibit hall.

I'll have 2 or 3 presentations, including what should be another fascinating Section H lineup about insurance negotiation.
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      PCC provides tools and services to help pediatricians remain independent and in control of their practices.

PCC itself is a fiercely independent business. As a Benefit Corporation, it puts the interests of its clients, community, and employees on an equal footing with those of its shareholders.
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      Sharing with you the deep dedication of pediatric care, as told by independent pediatricians living and practicing in a variety of different locations and with different perspectives.

PCC created this publication to start telling the stories of friends we’ve made in our 30 years of working with independent pediatric practices.
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